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Dismas Nkunda
       Chair

Dismas Nkunda is Founder and Co-
Director of the International Refugee 
Rights Initiative (IRRI), based in New 
York (USA) and Kampala (Uganda).

Dismas was previously Africa 
Coordinator of the International
Refugee Program at Human Rights First 
(formerly the Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights), New York where he was 
responsible for designing, and 
coordinating and implementing 

advocacy strategies to enhance refugee protection in Africa. 

Before joining Human Rights First, Dismas worked as Program 
Officer for Africa Humanitarian Action, an African NGO that provides 
relief to displaced populations across the continent. 

An award-winning journalist, Dismas worked as reporter and editor 
for many years for newspapers in Uganda, where he covered 
politics and conflicts in the Great Lakes region, including the 1994 
Rwanda genocide. 

Dismas graduated with an M.A. in Humanitarian Assistance from the 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University (2001) and 
also majored in Press, Politics and Public Policy at Kennedy School 
of Government, Harvard University. 

He holds a B.A. in Mass Communication from Makerere University, 
Uganda (1992) and a Certificate in the Study of Refugees and 
Forced Migration from the University of Dar Es Salaam, Faculty of 
Law, Tanzania (2000).

He has frequently spoken before United Nations and Continental 
bodies and governments on human rights and good governance and 
rule of law in Africa. Dismas has written extensively for regional and
international publications.



He is Chair for Darfur Consortium, an African civil society action on 
Darfur and also the Co-chair for Citizenship Rights in Africa 
Initiative (CRAI); a joint project of Open Society Justice Initiative, 
Global Pan African Movement and International Refugee Rights 
initiative. CRAI is a campaign that aims to end the arbitrary denial 
of citizenship and statelessness in Africa.

Edna Chinyere Udobong

   Vice Chair
Edna Chinyere Udobong received her 
Law degree from the Universit y of 
Lagos and a Masters in Law from 
Harvard Law School in 1995, where 
she specialized in law and public 
policy, and also taught graduate 
students. She is admitted to the 
Nigerian and the New York Bars. She 
began her legal career as a staff 
attorney with a law firm in Lagos, 
Nigeria, and an active member of the 
Nigerian Bar Association. As an 
attorney in Nigeria, she participated in 
international arbitration as an 
associate in the firm of Rhodes and 
Rhodes. 

She acquired significant international experien ce as a delegate to 
the 43rd session of the United Nations General Assembly where she 
represented the Nigerian government on the Legal Committee of 
the UN. She was a legal advisor to the United Nations Children’s 
Fund, a research consultant to the United N ations Center for 
Transnational Corporations, the American Society of International 
Law, and the Georgia State University College of Law. She is a 
scholar and Co- Founder of Partners for Freedom and Democracy 
Inc., a not-for-profit and non-partisan organiza tion focused on 
promoting the rule of law and democracy in Africa.

Since her graduation from Harvard, she taught “Doing Business in 
Africa” at the University of Georgia School of Law in the Fall of 
1996. From 2000- 2003, she taught environmental law, and 
immigration law at John Marshall Law School in Atlanta, Georgia. As 
a Harvard Law School Reginald Lewis Human Rights Fellow, she 
worked at the President Carter Center at Emory University in 



Atlanta, Georgia. She is currently the lead lecturer on 
Telecommuni cations Law and Policy at the Digital Bridge Institute in 
Abuja, Nigeria. 

She was co-chair of the NGO and Not-For- Profit Organizations 
Committee from 2006-2007, and the 2007- 2008 chair of the Africa 
Committee of the American Bar Association Section of In ternational 
Law. In June 2005, she represented the ABA at the United Nations 
Informal Hearing for Civil Society Organizations in New York where 
she delivered the ABA position paper on the Reform of the UN 
Human Rights Commission and the implementation of t he 
Millennium Development Goals. She was a delegate of the ABA 
Section of International Law Legal Exchange rule of law mission to 
Ghana, Liberia, and Sierra Leone in March of 2007. She is co- chair 
of the Liberia Legal Exchange Task Force. In June 2007, she
represented the ABA at a Geneva Civil Society Forum on the 
Millennium Development Goals.

She has published the following articles, “Trans boundary Movement 
of Hazardous Wastes: Lessons from Koko”, African Journal of 
International and Comparative Law (Vol . 9 Pt. 1(1997); “The 
Bamako Convention and the First Meeting of the Parties: A Glance 
at Implementation Strategies” (1998) RECEIL, Volume 7 Issue 3, 
Environmental Business Opportunities in the 21st Century: “The 
Investor and Emerging Economies, NLA Review , Spring 1999; 
“Multinational Corporations Facing the Long Arm of American Legal 
System for Human Rights and Environmental Abuses: The Case of 
Wiwa, et al v. Shell” published in the Southeastern Environmental 
Law Journal of the University of South Carolina School of Law in 
2005; International Legal Developments in Review: 2006, published 
in The International Lawyer: A quarterly publication of the ABA 
Section of International Law, summer 2007.volume 41. Number 2.

In August 2007, she received the ABA Section of International Law 
2006- 2007 Unsung Hero Award for dedication and ethics, and the 
International Legal Exchange Planning Committee Special 
Achievement Award. 

She continues to assist the private sector and civil society 
organizations in the United State s to work with women and children 
in grassroots communities in emerging democracies of Africa. She 
combines practice with scholarship in her work to strengthen 
democratic institutions.

Dr David V. Williams



Dr David V. Williams was a Rhodes 
Scholar at Oxford University and has
qualifications in history, law and 
theology. 

He was a law teacher at the University 
of Dar es Salaam in East Africa and the 
University of Auckland. Then from 1991-
2000 he was an independent researcher 
and barrister specializing in legal history 
research relevant to Treaty of Waitangi 
claims. He produced the Maori Land

Legislation Manual (& database 1994/1995) and authored 'Te Kooti 
tango whenua': The Native Land Court 1864-1909 published in 
1999. Two commissioned reports, Crown Policy Affecting Maori 
Knowledge Systems and Cultural Practices and Matauranga Maori 
and Taonga, were published by the Waitangi Tribunal in 2001.

In 2001 he returned to fulltime law teaching at the University of 
Auckland and was promoted to a personal chair as Professor in Law 
in 2005. He is Deputy Dean of the Faculty. He was joint editor and 
contributor to Waitangi Revisited: Perspectives on the Treaty of 
Waitangi published in 2005.

He teaches LLB courses in Law & Society and Legal History, and 
supervises a number of PhD students.²

Adam Hussein Adam

Mr. Adam Hussein Adam is a human rights 
activist, a professional project manager 
and advocacy strategists. 

Adam holds a BSc degree from Jomo 
Kenyatta University of Agriculture and 
Technology (JKUAT), Nairobi , an 
International Diploma in Project 
Management (IDPM) from the University of 
Cambridge and certificate in human rights 



research and evaluations from Human rights institute University of 
Minnesota. He is currently working on his Masters of Art in African 
Studies at St. Mary’s University of Minnesota. 

Adam Hussein Adam is the Open Society Justice Initiative/Open 
Society Initiative for East Africa (OSIEA) program coordinator 
for the Africa citizenship and statelessness advocacy project. Based 
in the OSIEA offices, Adam is responsible for advocacy work around 
gaps in citizenship protections at African Union level.

Adam has worked extensively on citizenship, land and ethnic diversity 
issues as they relate to discrimination, exclusion and conflict in Kenya.
From 2001-2007, Adam worked with the Centre for Minority Rights 
Development (CEMIRIDE), first as head of projects and later as 
senior program officer in charge of diversity programs. Prior to 
that, Adam was responsible for developing and coordinating 
projects for the Islamic African Relief Agency (IARA) in Somalia, 
Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda.  

Presently a Board member of the Conscience International (CI) an 
independent, non-partisan and non-profit human rights organization 
based in Banjul, The Gambia, he is also an advisory member to 
Constituency Development Fund project funded by OSIEA. Adam is 
a founder member of the Centre for Minority Rights Development 
(CEMIRIDE)


